
Zoning Commission 
for the District of Columbia  
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 
zcsubmissions@dc.gov  
 

July 18, 2022 
 

 
Re: Z.C. Case No. 22-04 

Application for Consolidated PUD and Related Map Amendment 
 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I write in support of the above-referenced Planned Unit Development (PUD) and Map Amendment 
application.  
 
I am a resident of ANC 5B04 and an active member of the local community. Until recently, I served as a 
board member (and previously board chair) of a nearby charter school, which both of my children (ages 9 
and 12) attend. As you may be aware, Brookland has seen a recent increase in traffic violence, including 
some tragic incidents involving children. The proposed development is situated in an area notorious for 
speeding, aggressive driving, and illegal maneuvers. The Franklin Street Bridge serves as a commuting 
pathway for a half-dozen nearby schools. My main concern, therefore, has been to ensure that the project 
be designed in a way that protects kids from cars. Following several months of engagement with the 
developer on this issue I am satisfied that the project plan now incorporates several features that will help 
to keep our little ones safe. 
 
I first engaged with the developer in November 2021 at meetings convened by 5B04 Commissioner Ra 
Amin and the Brookland Neighborhood Civic Association (BNCA). At these meetings I raised several 
concerns about the project as it was envisioned at the time, especially: 

• The new Reed Street intersection at Franklin would increase the volume of vehicles cutting across 
the sidewalk and cycle path on the south side of the Franklin Street Bridge, which are frequently 
traversed by children traveling to/from school; 

• The creation of garage parking for approximately nearly 350 cars – and especially the placement 
of a new garage on the North/South Alley (“N/S Alley”) at Franklin Street -- would increase 
traffic volume, further affecting pedestrian safety along the Franklin Street Bridge; and 

• The traffic calming plan did not fully protect pedestrian routes to school in the immediate area 
around the development. 

In January, I sent a letter describing these concerns and signed by approximately 90 Ward 5 residents to 
several city officials, including the Acting Directors of the Office of Zoning and the Department of 
Transportation. I also shared this letter with the developer. In December and January, I participated in a 
series of meetings with the developer and other neighbors to discuss ways to mitigate our traffic safety 
concerns. 
 



I am pleased to report that these meetings were productive, resulting in meaningful changes to the project 
plans that will improve traffic safety in the vicinity of the proposed development. Specifically, the 
developer agreed to the following: 

• Reed & Franklin Intersection. a traffic signal will be installed at the intersection of Reed and 
Franklin Streets. If DDOT does not approve the signal, the traffic plan will be “right in/right out” 
with new bollards to prevent drivers from illegally crossing the yellow median line at this 
intersection. Additionally, a flashing warning light – automatically triggered by the presence of 
pedestrians in the intersection – would also be provided. 

• N/S Alley & Franklin Intersection. Centerline bollards will be installed to prevent vehicles from 
illegally turning to/from the westbound lane on the Franklin Street at this intersection. A speed 
bump at the north end of the alley will encourage cars to drive slowly. A flashing, auto-sensing 
warning light will alert drivers to pedestrians crossing the intersection. 

• Garage Parking. Overall, the developer has agreed to reduce garage parking about 20%, from 
spaces from 332 spaces to 267 spaces. Importantly, the “Phase IIA” garage situated on the N/S 
Alley will be reduced 25%, from 49 spaces to 37 spaces. 

• Raised Crosswalks. The developer has agreed to situate raised crosswalks around the 
development, including at 10th and Evarts Streets NE, which will help Noyes students safely cross 
10th Street. 

While the developer did not agree to every change requested by the community, I am satisfied that the 
negotiated plan (memorialized in the applicant’s DDOT latest submission and the Community Benefits 
Agreement) now includes many meaningful elements that will help protect children from traffic violence. 
The developer and its advisors spent a considerable amount of time engaging with community 
stakeholders to resolve various issues through open dialogue.  
 
Overall, the proposed plan, if approved by DDOT, promises to be safer than the status quo. Accordingly, I 
encourage the Commission to approve the PUD and related Map Amendment. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John S. Leibovitz 
1219 Kearny Street NE 


